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THE TEXTILE COLLECTION AND ITS USE 



THE STUDY ROOM OF TEXTILES 

REALIZING the value of its col- 
lections to manufacturers and ar- 
tisans, the Museum several years 
ago established, in addition to 
the general Class Room, a special Study 



smaller pieces mounted on heavy linen 
stretched in walnut frames, the larger ex- 
amples placed on sliding shelves. The 
mounts are of the standard size (30 inches 
by 21^ inches) which forms the unit of the 
gallery cases. By this means exhibits may 
be changed readily with little outlay of 




STUDY ROOM OF TEXTILES 



Room of Textiles where duplicate speci- 
mens and small pieces were made available 
to those interested in the study of textile 
fabrics. 

EQUIPMENT 

This is a large room with western ex- 
posure, located in the basement of the Wing 
of Decorative Arts, adjoining the offices of 
that department and reached by a stairway 
leading from the Hall of Casts at the left of 
the entrance to Wing F. All textiles not 
on exhibition are kept in this room; the 



labor. These frames are arranged in wall 
cases which occupy two sides of the room 
and have a total capacity of two thousand 
frames, each section holding one hundred. 

FACILITIES FOR THE STUDENT 

The room, which is accessible to any per- 
sons desiring to avail themselves of its 
privileges, is planned for the convenience 
of the individual worker and is used as an 
adjunct to the larger study rooms (Class 
Rooms A and B) in Wing H. Long tables 
fill the center of the room, where ink or 
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water colors may be used by students de- 
siring to supplement library work with re- 
search among the original fabrics. For the 
accommodation of larger groups of students 
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PERUVIAN TAPESTRY WEAVE 

using Class Rooms A and B, material from 
the Textile Room is available upon notifica- 
tion given prior to the date of the class 
meeting. 

ARRANGEMENT OF THE COLLECTION 

The scope of the collection as regards 
countries represented may be seen from 
the following table: 




COPTIC V-VI CENTURY 

i. Near East 

i. Egyptian 

i-A. Coptic 
i-B. Egypto-Persian 
2. Persian 

2-A. Sassanian 



i. Near East — Continued 

3. Byzantine 

4. Saracenic 

5. Turkish 

5-A. Asia Minor 
5-B. Armenian 
5-C. Syrian 

6. Greek Islands 

2. Europe 

1. Spanish 

1 -A. Hispano-Moresque 




ASIA MINOR, XVI CENTURY 

2. Sicilian 

3. Italian 

1 -A. Italo-Arabic 

4. French 

5. German 

6. Swiss 

7. Netherlandish 

8. Scandinavian 

8-A. Norwegian 
8-B. Swedish 
8-C. Danish 

9. English 

10. Bulgarian 

1 1 . Russian 

12. Polish 

3. America 

1. Peruvian 

2. North American 
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4. Far East 

1. Chinese 

2. Japanese 

3. Indian 

4. Javanese 

PRIMITIVE TEXTILES 

The fund of material available to the 
student, including the specimens on ex- 
hibition, represents many different types, 
the earliest among them being prehistoric 




PERSIAN, XVI CENTURY 

weaves of the Lake Dwellers and Peruvian 
tapestry fabrics of the Aztecs. 

THE NEAR EAST 

Important among the fabrics from the 
Near East, with which the study room is 
well supplied, are the linen weaves from 
theCoptictombsof Egypt 1 datingfromthe 
fourth to seventh centuries A. D. Supple- 
menting these are a few rare examples of 

Although representative pieces of " Coptic" 
textiles may be seen in the Study Room, the 
greater part of the collection is kept with the 
other Late Pagan and Coptic material from 
Egypt, many of the best specimens being on ex- 
hibition in the Ninth Egyptian Room. 



Egyptian silks attributed to Alexandria 
and Akhmim; the former showing mounted 
horsemen and recumbent animal forms 
framed in circles, the latter, the char- 




ITALIAN, XIII-XIV CENTURY 

acteristic lozenge type of pattern enclosing 
conventionalized leaf forms alternating 
with animals placed facing each other or 




PORTION OF ORPHREY 
COLOGNE, XV CENTURY 

back to back. In silks of the thirteenth 
and fourteenth centuries similar bird forms 
are placed in ogival framing. 

5 
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Of Persian brocades and velvets the col- 
lection has some especially fine examples 
in the gold and velvet brocades with con- 
ventionalized floral forms and the type 
with figures and animals. There are also 
Ottoman weaves of Asia Minor with de- 
signs in which the pomegranate, the taper- 
ing leaf with serrated edges, the tulip, and 
the carnation are distinctive characteristics. 

EUROPEAN, XV-XVIII CENTURIES 

The Italian velvets with their embossed 
patterns of reversed curves enclosing the 



work of the Stuart period, of which there 
are many interesting pieces. 

Of French and Italian brocades of the 
eighteenth century the collection is replete 
in material — brocades, velvets, and bro- 
catelles — showing the varying phases in 
the patterns of the century; here one may 
follow the transition from the symmetrical 
charm of the Louis XIV type through the 
Chinese motives of the Regency and the 
delicacy of the Louis XV and XVI periods 
to the classic lines of the Empire. 

The collection is also rich in blue and 





ITALIAN, LATE XV CENTURY 



GERMAN, EARLY XVII CENTURY 



pine-cone motive, the Spanish gold and 
velvet fabrics, in which the serpentine trunk 
pattern is combined with the pomegranate, 
the Florentine bands and Cologne orphreys, 
are all rich in suggestion to the student. 

In addition to the weaves of this period, 
the sixteenth century is also represented 
by the silk and gold embroideries of Italian 
noblewomen and the linens of their house- 
hold effects. With the material of this class 
should also be mentioned the English 
ecclesiastical embroideries of the sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries 1 and the stump- 

1 BuIIetin, vol. VI 1 1, No. 9, September, 191 3, p. 
190. 



white weaves of the eighteenth century and 
in printed cottons, of French, English, and 
American subjects. 

FAR EAST 

Cotton prints from Persia, China, and 
the East Indies are also represented 
in the group of Oriental fabrics, among 
which should be mentioned a large col- 
lection of sample pieces of Japanese silks 
presented in 1896 by Mr. and Mrs. H. O. 
Havemeyer, a group most helpful to stu- 
dents of Oriental designs. 
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COSTUMES 

Beautiful fabrics are also available to 
the student in the collection of costumes, 
which includes dresses of brocades and 
men's suits of velvets richly embroidered, 
illustrating court costumes of the eigh- 
teenth century. The James Collection, 
bequeathed in iqi i, includes many French 
and American dresses of the first quarter 
of the nineteenth century, also a number of 



hats, bonnets, and shoes of the same period. 
Russian fabrics are represented by a num- 
ber of costumes, a court dress of heavy 
brocade, and several peasant costumes 
presented by Miss Isabel Hapgood. Here, 
also, might be mentioned an interesting 
collection of Polish sashes which are woven 
in silk, and show a strong Persian influence. 
The study collection also includes a 
large assortment of passementeries, gimps, 
braids, fringes, and tassels. 




PART OF RUG, INDIAN 
ABOUT I580 
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BOOKS ON TEXTILES IN THE 
MUSEUM LIBRARY 

THE following works, selected from 
among those in the Library of the 
Museum, are, on account of their 
excellence, recommended to teach- 
ers, students, and designers. All are il- 
lustrated and most of them contain colored 
plates. 

Algoud, H. Le Velours. Paris, n. d. (Les arts 
de la soie). 



Depitre, Edgard. La Toile peinte en France 

au XVII e et au XVI I I e siecles; industrie, 

commerce, prohibitions. Paris, 1912. 
Dresden — Kunstgewerbe Museum. Muster 

orientalischer Gewerbe und Druckstoffe 

. . . hrsg. von E. Kumsch. Dresden, 

1893. 
Dumonthier, E. Le Mobilier national; etoffes 

d'ameublement de l'epoque Napoleonienne; 

lettre preface de Frederic Masson. Paris, 1909. 
Dupont-Auberville. L'Ornament des tissus, 

recueil historique et pratique . . . Paris, 

1877. 
Falke, Otto von. Kunstgeschichte der Seiden- 

weberei. Berlin, 1913. 2 vols. 




CLASS ROOM A 



Ardenne de Tizac, J. H. d\ Les Etoffes de la 
Chine; tissus et broderies. Paris, n. d. 

Berlin-Museen — Kunstgewerbe Museum. Die 
Gewebesammlung . . . hrsg. von Ju- 
lius Lessing. Berlin, 1900. 

B ranting, A. Das goldene Gewand der Konigin 
Margareta in der Domkirche zu Uppsala. 
Stockholm (191 1). 

Braulik, A. Altagyptische Gewebe . . . 
Stuttgart, 1900. 

Brussels — Musees royaux du cinquantenaire — 
Industries d'art. Catalogue d'etoffes an- 
ciennes et modernes . . . par . . . 
lsabelle Errera, Bruxelles, 1907. 

Cole, A. S. Ornament in European silks. Lon- 
don, 1899. 

Cox, R. L'Art de decorer les tissus d'apres les 
collections du Musee historique de la Cham- 
bre de commerce de Lyon. Paris, 1900. 



Fischbach, F. Ornament of Textile Fabrics. 
London, n. d. 

Die wichtigsten Webeornament bis zum 

19. Jahrhundert. Wiesbaden, n.d. 3 vols. 

Forrer, R. Die Graeber-und Textilfunde von 
Achmim-Panopolis. Strassburg, 1891. 

Die Kunst des Zeugdrucks vom Mittel- 

alter bis zur Empirezeit . . . Strass- 
burg e. Els. 1898. 

Romische und byzantinische Seidentex- 

tilien aus dem Graberfelde von Achmim- 
Panopolis . . . Strassburg i. E. 189 1. 

Die Zeugdrucke der byzantinischen, rom- 

anischen, gothischen, und spatern Kunst- 
epochen. Strassburg, 1894. 

Halifax (Eng.) — Bankfield Museum. Coptic 
Cloths, by L. E. Start. Halifax, 1914. 

Heiden, M. Handworterbuch der Textilkunde 
aller Zeiten und Volker. Stuttgart, 1904. 
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Heiden, M. Die Textilkunst des Alterthums 
bis zum Neuzeit; eine Ubersicht ihrer 
technischen und stilgeschichtlichen Ent- 
wickelung. Berlin, 1909. 

Jourdain, M. The Morant Collection of Old 
Velvets, Damasks, Brocades, etc. . . . 
with a Description of English Upholstery 
during the 17th and 18th Centuries. Lon- 
don, n. d. 

Kelekian, D. K. La Collection Kelekian, 
etoffes et tapis d'Orient et de Venise; notice 
de Jules Guiffrey . . . planches . . . 
decrites et classees par G. Migeon. Paris, 
n. d. 

London — South Kensington Museum, lllus- 



Martin, F. R. Stickereienausdem Orient. Stock- 
holm, 1899. (Sammlung F. R. Martin.) 

Migeon, G. Les Arts du tissu. Paris, 1909. 

Miquel y Badia, D. F. Catalogue de la Col- 
lection de tissus anciens de D. F. Miquel y 
Badia, classifies par D. Jose Pasco. Barce- 
lona, 1900. 

Nisbet, H. Grammar of Textile Design, by 
Harry Nisbet. New York, 1906. 

Nuremberg — Germanisches National Museum. 
Katalog der . . . Gewebe und Sticke- 
reien, Nadelarbeiten und Spitzen aus alterer 
Zeit (von A. O. Essenwein). Nurnberg, 1869. 

Katalog der Gewebesammlung. 

Nurnberg, 1 896-1 901. 




CLASS ROOM B 



trations of the Textile Manufactures of 
India. London, 1881. 

Textile Fabrics; a Descriptive Cat- 
alogue of the Collection of Church Vest- 
ments, Dresses, Silk Stuffs. ... by 
Daniel Rock. London, 1870. 

Lamoitier, P. La Decoration des tissus prin- 
cipalement des tissus d'habillement par le 
tissage, l'impression, la broderie. Paris, 
1908. 

Martin, F. R. Figurale persische Stoffe aus 
dem Zeitraum 1 5 50- 1650. Stockholm, 1 899. 

Morgenlandische Stoffe. Stockholm, 

1897. (Sammlung F. R. Martin.) 

Die persischen Prachtstoffe im Schlosse 

Rosenborg in Kopenhagen. Stockholm, 1901. 



Paris, A. L. Toiles peintes et tapisseries de la 
Ville de Reims; ou, la Mise en scene du 
theatre des Confreres de la Passion . . . 
Paris, 1880. 2 vols. 

Paris — Louvre — Musee des arts decoratifs. 
Broderies, tissus, soieries, dessins de tissus 
(collections de la Bibliotheque). Paris, 
n. d. 

Paris — Louvre — Musee des arts decoratifs. 
Collections . . . (vol. 8), Etoffes, tissus, 
etc. 

Les Nouvelles Collections . . . 

Paris, n. d. Ser. 7.12 

Tapis, tissus et faiences orient- 
ales. Paris, n. d. (Nouvelles collections, 
vol. 19.) 
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Paris — Louvre — Tissus, tapisseries, etc. Paris, 
n. d. (Nouvelles collections, vol. 4.) 

Persoz, J. F. Traite theorique et pratique de 
rimpression des tissus. Paris, 1846. 4 vol. 

Reiss, W. The Necropolis of Ancon in Peru 
. . . Culture and Industries of the Em- 
pire of the Incas . . . the Results of 
Excavations made ... by W. Reiss 
and A. Stlibel, tr. by A. H. Keane. Berlin, 
1880-87. 

Rock, D. Textile Fabrics. London, 1877. (South 
Kensington Museum Art Handbook.) 

Rouffaer, G. P. De Batik-kunst in Neder- 
landsch — Indie en haar Geschiedenis . . 
bewerkt door G. P. Rouffaer en H. H. Juyn- 
boll. Utrecht, 1914. 

Sartor, M. Les Tapisseries, toiles, peintes et 
broderies de Reims . . . Reims, 19 12. 

Semper, G. Die textile Kunst fur sich be- 
trachtet und in Beziehung zur Baukunst. 
2teanfl. Munchen, 1878. 

Spengel, J. Katalog (seiner) Textilsammlung 
. . . bearb. von W. M. Schmid; [auktion 
in Munchen . . . 1907]. Munchen, 
1907. 

Stassoff, V. L'Ornament national Russe; 



broderies, tissus, . . . avec texte ex- 
plicatif ... St. Petersburg, 1872. 

Textile Fabrics of India; Sample Book. 

Verneuil, M. P. Japanese Textiles Woven and 
Embroidered . . . with an Introduc- 
tion by G. Migeon. London, 1910. 

Vienna. Museum fur Kunst und Industrie. 
Die agyptischen Textilfunde . . . Ka- 
talog von Alois Riegl. Wien, 1889. 

Walton, P. The Story of Textiles; a Bird's-eye 
View of the History of the Beginning and 
the Growth of the Industry by which Man- 
kind is Clothed, comp. and written for 
John S. Lawrence. Boston (1912). 

Waring, J. B. Examples of Weaving and Em- 
broidery, selected from the Royal and Other 
Collections. London, n. d. 

Watson, J. F. Collection of Specimens and 
Illustrations of the Textile Manufactures 
of India; 2nd series . . . London, 
1873-80. 17 vols. 

The Textile Manufactures and the Cos- 
tumes of the People of I ndia. London, 1 866. 

Watson, W. Textile Design and Colour, Ele- 
mentary Weaves and Figured Fabrics. 
London, 19 12. 
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